——_— 


— 


A Brief Anſwer to F. Buggs Brief Reply to the 
Conſederations Humbly Offered by the People call'd 
Quakers, Relating to the Bill for Reſiraining the Li- 
centionſneſs of the Preſs. 


only to Buiſy himſelt to Interrupt our Applications to the Parliament, 

by his Abuſive Pamphlets, but now ſtrives to have us debarred of the 
Liberty of the Preſs, that he may more eaſily Miſrepreſent our Chriſtia 
Profeſſion and Calumniate us without Detection, as appears in his ſai 
pretended Rep; and therefore the more Neceſlity that we (the ſaid Peo- 
ple) ſhould not be debarred of the Preſs for our Juſt Defence, according 
to Holy Scripture, that we may not be Defamed (in our Chriſtian Re- 
putation ) as Seditious or Blaſphemons, 


]: has been the known PraRtice of the ſaid F. B. of late Years, not 


According to his uſual Method, he begins with a perverted Quotation 
upon our Conſiderations, thus, viz. [Ter, fay they, to Limit the Preſ5, we 
conceive Unſafe.) Inſtead of [to Limit Religions Books to « Licenſe, &c.) Thus 
he ſtumbles at the Threſhold, and Impoſes on the Reader. And as falſe 
it is, That the Quakers are Guilty . Printing and Publiſhing Seditious and 
Scandalous Pamphlets ; arid as unjuſtly Inferred; that therefoge « Refraint 
on them they think Unſafe. 


1. Of Kjngly Government; about Exrthly Kjngs, &c. he pives Curtailed 
and Broken Quotations, but not the Dates of the ſeveral Papers, he mentions, 
which (however Perverted) we take the General Import thereof to mean, 
That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt « Kjng over true Chriſtians Conſcierſces, and 
his own Spiritual Kingdom ( which is not of this World ) and not Earth- 
ly :or Perſecuting Kings, as are metition'd. 


2. Of Parliaments ; We find not F. Howgill fairly Quoted, but groſsly 
Abuſed, by leaving out what he faith for the good Intention of Parliaments. 


And is it reaſonable we ſhould Anſwer for the Opinion of the Council of 


Officers (againſt the Houſe of Lords) in the Common-wealths days, or what « ge 75u 
any one told them thereof ? * Or is it a good Argument, that becauſe and innocency, 
the Corruption and Bad Lives of Earthly Kings and Governments, as alſo P# ©+ 


their Ends, are upon Record:both in Hiſtory and Sacred Writ, that therefore all 
ſuch Hiſtory and Writings {or Citations out of them) are Seditious ? Or becauſe 
ſome have Writ againft the Oppreſſion of former Perſecating Kings and Par- 
liaments, were it a good Inference that therefore the Qaakers ought not 
to: have Liberty of the Preſs to Defend their Religious Perſwaſion, Chri- 
ſtian: Profeſſion or Innocericy ? when they have -not the leaſt Deſign of 
Sedition or Scanaa! againſt. the Civil Governmeat, or. Conſtitution of Par- 
liaments ; tho? 'to tell of Reſpet? of Perſons, and not Equality in Choſing 
Members, be Quoted as Seadrions, yet it 15'n9 new thing ; Undue and Par- 
tial EleAions not unknown to 'Parliaments, who have Endeayoured to Re- 
form the ſame. | g 
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3. Of the Holy Trinity ; Thereby being meant, that, 72 te Deity, there 

are Three Beariaz Witneſs in Heaven, the Father, the Worg, and the Spirit, 

i.e. the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſ#, which are One God Bleſſed 

for ever, the Scripture Terms thereof are ot Queſtioned, but owned by 

4 $c 21m- the People called Quakers, * what Diſputes or Reflections focver have 

ling 13/1 beeh ( about Uzſcriptural Terms and Diſtinfions) they were never by 

£59 any of us applied or intended againſt the Bleſſed Deity or Divinity of Fa- 
ther, Son, or Holy Ghoft. 


4. Of Chriſt our Bleſſed Lord, the Eternal Son, or Word of God, his Body 
that Dyed, is called in Scripture the Boay of Teſzs ; and *tis faid he Sut- 
fered and was put to Death in the Fleſh, 1 Pet. 3.18. Not in his Divine 

4 See Truth Nature, for that never Dyed. This was 1". P's, Senſe, * That the True 
-11 1mnoc73, Minifters do not Preach Chrift without Oz!y, as he is in Heaven (and 
D. Ps. Y indi. Glory ) above, but alfo as he is in Mes Hearts, is an Undeniable Chri- 
Ferit. p. S9,to ftian Doftrine. The Word Ozlz being omitted (in one Edition of 1/:1/iam 
= Smiths Primmar) is made an Accuſation againſt us (as if we aented Jeſns 

to be Chriſt) tho? the fame Word: Only be inſerted in his Works in the 
fame place. Thus unfair is this Adverſary. 


5. Concerning the Holy Scriptures, We Hepe our preferring Chriſt the 
Wora, and his Spirit to the Letter of the Scripture, and yet owning the 
Holy Scriptures to be given by Divine Jyſpiration, and preterring them before 
all other Books, may not be Offenſive, or reader us -Uncapable of the Lis 
berty of the Preſs, or of our Coaſciences. | 


Tf one ſhould - Argue thus againft us, Some of your Antient Friends Wrie 
tings are Perverted and Miſconſiraed, (and thereby made Offenſive ) there- 
fore you muſt Write no more: Or, ſome of you have ſpoken ſomething amiſs, or 
that Offends Us, therefore you muſt never ſpeak more. Would this be fairly 
Argued ? Yet we don't ſee ofir Adverſary make better Work 'on*c againſt 
Us, 


Under the Title of the Holy Scriptures, F, B. ſets, the Letter is Death» 
vealtly udares, &c. ay it the \@nekters ſo Term the Holy Scriptures wealt 
iy Wares ( Oh ! Horrible); this has been oftea Charged upon him; and 
Refured as a groſs Slander and Forgery, and not found applied to the 
Scriptures in -his own Quotation; tho? he perſiſts repeating the ſame, and 
in ſuch foul Aſperſions, as, that the Quakers Vilify the Scripture, Blaſpheme 
the Bleſſed Triatty, Reproach Chrift's Mmiſters. (But, F. Þ. didſt thou ſo, 
when a Quaker 25 years?) Boidly 4u Print tell the World, that ſuch as tars 
from them, and Imbrace the Chriſtzau, Faith, are the worſt of Apoſtates, worſe 
than Francis Spira -4»d Julian the \Apoſtate. Quoting Joby Whiting*s Book, 
[Fades ans the Chief - Prieſts,) Preface and Þþ. 5:6. wherein F. B, Notori- 
oully Wrengs botly the, People . called Quaters, and J. WW; allo, who never 
told the World fo. And to his Charging the faid F.W. with falſe Stories 
of G.. Keith ; J. W. faith, he bas ſeveral Certificates to.prove the Truth af 
what he related concerning G. XK; in his Preface, under the Hands of ſuch 
as were Witneſles:of the fame, .ready to Produce as Occalion may offer. 


His Story by the Fire ſide againſt Edward Dikes, Junior, of Bury St, Ed- 
#201ds, and his ConſtruQtions on.the Words Ye and Pon, are ſo Ridiculaus 
that it is not worth inſiſting, on, He again Clamours out their Blaſphemzes 
(againſt the Quakers) upon a Paſſage Aledged againſt our Deceaſed Friend 
Eaward Burroughs, terming hifn as Horrible an Impoſtor as Mahomet, about 

the 
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the Sufferings of the People of God ; which yet Che faith) he could never find 
ary of them ſo Defend; tho? the ſame be fully Anſwered and Explain'd in 
Vind. Verit. p. 206. F. B's. Story of G. F. hiring Two Jews for 80/1. we 
reject as his own Forgery. 


But no better Treatment, or Manner of Anſwering, do we expe 
from a Mercinary Scribbler, than Reiterated Perverſion, Forgery, Curtalizing 
and Confounding Quotations, whereby the Beſt of People and Books have 
been groſly Miſrepreſented. Therefore the more Need of the Liberty of 
the Preſs for Juſt Vindication. Paſſing by ſeveral other Abuſes and Falſhoods, 
for Brevity ſake, we Refer the Reader to our following Anſwers to F. B's. 


Books, &c. v1z. 


1. Tudement Fixed. Printed 1682. 

2. [he Quakers Anſwer to a Scandalous Libel, 1690, 

3. Innocence agginſit Envy. 1681. 

4. The Contentions Apoſtate, and his Blow Refelled. 169. 

5. The Contentious Apoſtate Recharged. | 2, 

6. A Charitable Eſſay, in order to allay the Outrage of a Contentions A- 
poſtate. 1693. 

7. 1he Quakers Vindication againſt Francis Bugg's Calumnies, 1693. 

$. lenocency Triumphant over Inſolency and Outrage, 1693. 

9. A Enquiry into the Libellers Abuſe, 1693. 

IO Coanterfeit Convert, a Scandal to Chriſtianity, 1694. 

11. Az Anſwer to Fra. Bugg's Preſumptious Impeachment, 1695. 

12. A Sober Expoſlulation with ſome of the Clergy, againſt their Pretended 
n onvert X rancis Bugg his repeated groſs Abuſe of the People called Qua» 

ers, 1697. 

13. 4 Rambling Pilgrim, or Prophane Apoſtate Expoſed. [Wherein he i De- 

tected of groſs Calumny, Forgery and Propaneneſs.] 

14. 4 Juſt Cenſare of Francis Bugg's Addreſs to the Parliament, againſt 
the Quakers, | Tbs 


For the ſaid Books Enquire of By G. Whitehead, 


T. Sowle, Bookſeller, in | ; 
hite-Hert-Court i Grate. And others Concerned. 


Church-ſtreet, London: 
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